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police measures, and dismissals of officials and schoolmasters, the
Government blocked all the channels of action open to the re-
publicans, such as newspapers, meetings, and banquets; it para-
lysed those municipal councils and National Guards which
favoured the Republic, and suppressed all demonstrations,
political emblems, trees of liberty, and political songs - pro-
hibiting even red belts and neckties.
The Assembly passed an electoral law aiming at the exclusion
of workmen from the suffrage. By the loi Fallow (so called from
the name of the minister who proposed this law) it granted liberty
of instruction - that is, the right to open secondary schools
(colleges) and primary schools - made the teaching of religion
compulsory in the State schools, and attempted to place State
educational institutions under the supervision of the clergy.
It did not succeed in bringing the University under Catholic in-
fluence. But the removal of restrictions on education was of
little use except to the religious congregations, which it enabled
to found primary schools with members of the tcacliing orders
of both sexes as teachers, and colleges, or secondary schools, kept by
Jesuits or priests. The result was to split the youth of France
into two sections, each of which was brought up in a totally
different attitude of mind, Such was the origin of that division
of the nation into two mutually strange and often hostile societies,
which was to perpetuate and emphasize the cleavage made by the
Revolution.
Experience of the democratic Republic, disturbed by civil war
and the financial crisis, and afterwards thwarted by the action of
a hostile assembly, had thrown discredit on the regime, As early
as 1849 th61*0 was talk °f putting an end to it by force. What
delayed the military coup d'itat was the fact that the army was
under the command of royalist officers at loggerheads with the
President. Louis Napoleon needed time in order to replace them
by officers from Algeria who were prepared to act against the
Assembly.
The coup d'ttot of December 2, 1851: was at first no more than
the use of force by the military in order to disperse the Assembly
and leave the President sole master of the supreme power; but it
met with unexpected resistance from the partisans of the Moun-
tain, not in the large towns, which had been disarmed since 1849

